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Co-sponsored by the United States Bankruptcy Court and the Rhode Island Bar Association’s

Volunteer Lawyer Program, the CLE seminar, Updates in Bankruptcy Practice and Procedures,

was held at the Rhode Island Law Center in April.  Members of the Volunteer Lawyer

Program and the Pro Bono Program for the Elderly, who accepted a pro bono case, attended the

seminar free of charge.  As a result, over 50 cases were placed for families in need. Both of these

Pro Bono Programs are supported by the Bar Foundation.

Officers & Board of Directors
2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0

•   To foster and maintain the honor and integrity 
of the profession of law;

•   To study, improve and facilitate the 
administration of justice;

•   To promote the study of the law, research 
therein, and the diffusion of knowledge thereof;

•   To cause to be published and to distribute 
addresses, reports, treatises and other literary 
works on legal subjects;

•   To promote suitable standards of legal education;
•   To support the delivery of legal services 

to those without sufficient means to 
secure them otherwise.

Founded in 1953, the Rhode Island Bar Foundation is

a non-profit, charitable Foundation with the following

goals and objectives:
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P r e s i d e n t’ s  M e s s a g e

This past year has been one marked by both changes and

challenges.  In March 2009, changes to the Rules of Professional

Responsibility dealing with Interest on Lawyers’  Trust Accounts

(IOLTA) went into effect, mandating IOLTA accounts for all

non-exempt attorneys, i.e., any attorney or law firm that holds

client money must now establish an IOLTA account.  The rules

also were changed to ensure that the financial institutions where

attorneys and law firms establish their IOLTA accounts pay the

same interest rates on IOLTA accounts that they pay on non-

IOLTA accounts so long as the accounts have the same mini-

mum balance or other requirements. Consequently, attorneys and

law firms must establish their IOLTA accounts in financial insti-

tutions with interest rate parity.

The rule changes have worked well; hundreds of new

IOLTA accounts have been established.  Despite what are still

substantial problems in the real estate market (i.e., real estate

transactions generate the vast majority of IOLTA interest) and

historically low interest rates paid by financial institutions, we

have been able to continue to fund many valuable programs that

meet the Foundation’s mission to educate people about the law

and provide needed resources for legal services to the poor and

underprivileged.

But there have also been challenges.  The sour economy has

forced the Bar Foundation to reduce its IOLTA funding to

grantees.  However, unlike some other bar foundations, we have

been able to do so modestly rather than dramatically.  Some

foundations have had to close up shop, as the economy has dev-

astated their funding and, consequently, their programs.  Some

predicted that the same tragic fate would befall our own

Foundation.  But just as William Faulkner “declined to accept

the end of man” when he gave his speech upon receiving the

John A. Tarantino

Nobel Prize, we have declined to accept the end of our

Foundation and all of its good works.  And just as Faulkner also

predicted that “man will not merely endure, he will prevail,” so,

too, do we have the same foresight about our Foundation.  With

your help, support and hard work, we will not only endure, but

prevail, continuing to make significant grants to provide legal

services to the poor, improve the delivery of legal services, pro-

mote knowledge and awareness of law, and improve the adminis-

tration of justice.

We pledge to do our best to ensure that our most significant

sources of revenue, which come from attorney participation in

the IOLTA program, as well as the annual contributions we

receive from our Fellows, will be used wisely to meet these

goals.  Additionally, through the generosity of the Thomas F.

Black, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund, which was established

more than 20 years ago to support and foster legal practice stan-

dards, we will continue to assist Rhode Island residents who

show the promise of one day become outstanding lawyers and

leaders of the Bar, and who presently need financial assistance in

order to continue their legal studies. 

The Board of Directors and the Fellows of the Bar

Foundation vow to continue these good works and we look for-

ward to maintaining the strong relationships we have with our

IOLTA grantees.  We will work with them as we continue to

hold these truths as self-evident:  all men and women are not

only created equal, but are entitled to equal access to justice

under the law.

In closing, I thank the Bar Foundation Board of Directors,

the Fellows and our excellent staff for all that they do.  I am

honored to work with you all and to serve as your President.

Together we have faced the worst and we have endured.
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Antonio Afonso, Jr. *

Ellen Evans Alexander *

John R. Allen *

Victoria M. Almeida *

Edmund L. Alves, Jr.

Stephen J. Angell *

Thomas C. Angelone *

Albert Knight Antonio *

James V. Aukerman *

Dennis S. Baluch

Brian G. Bardorf *

Herbert Barlow, Jr. *

Armando E. Batastini

David N. Bazar

Hon. Haiganush R. Bedrosian 

Gregory L. Benik *

Barbara L. Bennett *

Judge Janette A. Bertness *

Edward J. Bertozzi, Jr.*

John M. Boehnert *

Norman Jay Bolotow *

John F. Bomster *

Kenneth P. Borden *

Richard M. Borod *

John Boyajian *

Robert M. Brady *

Russell Bramley *

Stephen E. Breggia

Robert P. Brooks 

Matthew F. Callaghan 

E. Colby Cameron *

Bernard P. Campbell * 

Paul A. Campellone *

Hon. Stephen J. Capineri

Frank Caprio *

James Cardono * 

Joseph B. Carty, Jr. *

Joseph V. Cavanagh, Jr. *

Hon. Frank J. Cenerini

Mark A. Charleson

Vincent J. Chisholm *

Andrew J. Chlebus

Leonard F. Clingham, Jr. *

Timothy J. Conlon *

Edward B. Corcoran *

Hon. Robert D. Corrente 

John F. Corrigan *

Frederick A. Costello

Hon. Margaret E. Curran *

David D. Curtin *

Richard P. D’Addario

Katherine D’Arezzo

Melissa E. Darigan *

Karen L. Davidson

Susan Leach DeBlasio *

Leonard Decof *

Mark B. Decof *

Karen G. DelPonte

Christopher T. Del Sesto *

Ronald W. Del Sesto *

William J. Delaney *

Amato DeLuca *

Gerald C. DeMaria *

Harold W. Demopulos *

Edward W. Dence *

Mark O. Denehy *

Vincent A. DiMonte

Joseph M. DiOrio

John F. Dolan *

Mark P. Dolan *

William M. Dolan, III *

Sarah T. Dowling *

Robert M. Duffy *

Renee Evangelista

Alfred Factor *

Stephen A. Fanning *

Joyce A. Faraone

Carol Bourcier Fargnoli *

Robin E. Feder *

Joseph M. Fernandez *

Diane Finkle

Robert G. Flanders, Jr. *

Alan S. Flink *

Linn Foster Freedman *

Mark W. Freel

Allan W. Fung *

Dana H. Gaebe *

Robert B. Gates *

Lawrence S. Gates *

Stephen Geanacopoulos *

Alfred J. Gemma *

Elia Germani *

Anthony A. Giannini, Jr. *

Sherry Giarrusso-Mulhearn *

Thomas D. Gidley *

Seth K. Gifford *

Robert D. Goldberg *

Michael R. Goldenberg *

Maria J. Goncalves *

Roberto Gonzalez *

John Gorham *

Sanford H. Gorodetsky *

Gerard R. Goulet

Barbara E. Grady

David B. Green *

Calvert C. Groton *

Patrick A. Guida

Joseph M. Hall *

Howard R. Haronian *

Alden C. Harrington

Hon. Edward V. Healey, Jr. *

Mary P. Heffner *

Barry G. Hittner *

Justin S. Holden *

Marvin S. Holland *

Constance A. Howes

Richard S. Humphrey *

Robert N. Huseby 

* Denotes that member is a Lifetime Fellow.
Lifetime Fellows are asked to contribute $100 
each year after their pledge has been paid in full.

Thank you to the Rhode Island Bar
Foundation Fellows

Membership as a Fellow is deemed a 

professional honor.  Fellows shall be selected

from those members of the Rhode Island Bar

Association whose professional, public and 

private careers have demonstrated their 

outstanding dedication to the welfare of the

community and maintenance of the objectives 

of the Rhode Island Bar Foundation.
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Hon. Gilbert V. Indeglia *

Marcia McGair Ippolito *

Hon. Joseph P. Ippolito, Jr. *

Hon. Richard J. Israel *

Lise M. Iwon *

James A. Jackson *

Lauren E. Jones *

Patrick T. Jones *

Stanley J. Kanter *

John V. Kean *

Scott K. Keefer *

Joseph A. Kelly*

Michael A. Kelly *

Peter L. Kennedy *

Mary Louise Kennedy *

DeWitte T. Kersh, Jr. *

Wayne M. Kezirian *

Frederick C. Kilguss *

Joseph G. Kinder *

Allen M. Kirshenbaum *

Erika Leigh Kruse *

Lynette J. Labinger *

Peter V. Lacouture *

Raymond A. LaFazia *

Sandra A. Lanni

Bruce A. Leach *

Beverly E. Ledbetter *

S. Michael Levin 

Peter L. Lewiss *

Matthew L. Lewiss *

Doris J. Licht *

Thomas J. Liguori * 

Stephen G. Linder

Hon. Howard I. Lipsey *

Anne Maxwell Livingston

John D. Lynch *

Thomas W. Lyons, III

Richard W. MacAdams *

Thomas W. Madonna *

Edward L Maggiacomo *

Brooks R. Magratten

Mark S. Mandell *

Raymond A. Marcaccio *

Barbara Margolis *

Hon. David L. Martin *

James P. Marusak *

Thomas J. McAndrew

Gail E. McCann

John E. McCann, III *

Dennis J. McCarten *

Robert E. McCorry, Jr. *

Michael R. McElroy *

Joseph J. McGair *

Peter J. McGinn *

Marifrances McGinn

Matthew J. McGowan *

Hon. Susan E. McGuirl *

Jerry McIntyre *

Hon. Maureen McKenna Goldberg *

James J. McKenna *

Julius C. Michaelson *

Michael W. Miller

Peter J. Miniati, III

Thomas L. Mirza

Richard S. Mittleman *

Vincent D. Morgera *

Thomas V. Moses *

Christopher M. Mulhearn *

Edward J. Mulligan *

Arthur W. Murphy *

James E. Murphy *

John Austin Murphy

William C. Mutterperl *

Elizabeth Murdock Myers *

Hon. Edward H. Newman *

Kenneth J. Nota

James A. O'Leary *

David J. Oliveira *

Matthew T. Oliverio *

Robert D. Oster

Raymond A. Pacia *

Richard C. Panciera

Robert S. Parker

John J. Paterra, II *

Thomas W. Pearlman *

Richard M. Peirce *

Karen A. Pelczarski *

Laura A. Pisaturo

Eustace T. Pliakas *

Hon. Daniel A. Procaccini

Thomas D. Pucci *

Arthur M. Read, II *

James P. Redding *

Walter G.D. Reed *

Stephen J. Reid, Jr.*

Ronald J. Resmini *

Sanford J. Resnick *

John C. Revens, Jr.

David T. Riedel *

Dennis J. Roberts *

William P. Robinson, III

Patricia K. Rocha *

John M. Roney *

Joseph J. Roszkowski *

Hon. Allen P. Rubine *

Paul J. Russo *

Robert M. Sabel *

Lester H. Salter *

Paul M. Sanford *

Michael G. Sarli *

Debra A. Saunders

Jonathan N. Savage *

David A. Schechter *

Jeffrey C. Schreck *

Anthony B. Sciaretta *

Marilyn Shannon McConaghy *

Hon. Donald F. Shea *

R. Kelly Sheridan *

Deming E. Sherman *

Allan M. Shine *

Robert M. Silva *

Hon. Michael A. Silverstein *

James M. Sloan *

Hon. William E. Smith

Adrienne G. Southgate *

Scott T. Spear

In Memoriam

G. Chandler Beals

Joseph P. Ferrucci       

Richard P. McMahon

William F. McMahon
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Fellows (continued)

Gary R. St. Peter *

Michael A. St. Pierre *

Milton Stanzler *

Brian P. Stern *

Walter R. Stone

E. Martin Stutchfield *

Patricia A. Sullivan *

Bruce Sundlun *

Michael F. Sweeney *

Mark G. Sylvia *

A. David Tammelleo *

John A. Tarantino *

Thomas A. Tarro, III *

Alan R. Tate *

Deborah M. Tate *

Angel M. Taveras

Martin M. Temkin *

Joshua Teverow *

Alfred G. Thibodeau *

Robert O. Tiernan *

Bentley Tobin *

Hon. Ernest C. Torres

John Tramonti *

Michael A. Ursillo 

Natale L. Urso *

Gail M. Valuk *

George M. Vetter *

Girard R. Visconti *

Hon. Netti C. Vogel *

Philip M. Weinstein *

Hon. Joseph R. Weisberger *

J. Robert Weisberger, Jr. *

Joachim A. Weissfeld *

Miriam Weizenbaum *

Joseph F. Whinery, Jr. *

Benjamin V. White *

William E. White *

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse *

David P. Whitman

Hon. Frank J. Williams *

Harold H. Winsten *

Max H. Wistow *

Richard W. Zacks *

Carol A. Zangari *

Melvin L. Zurier *

Samuel D. Zurier *

A Special Thank You to the Contributors to the Scholarship Program

THE HORACE A. KIMBALL AND S. ELLA KIMBALL FOUNDATION

THE CHAMPLIN FOUNDATION

THE NICHOLAS J. CALDARONE FOUNDATION

Founded in 1958, the Rhode Island Bar Foundation is the non-profit philanthropic arm of 
the state’s legal profession. Its mission is to foster and maintain the honor and integrity of the legal
profession and to study, improve, and facilitate the administration of justice.

The Foundation receives support from members of the bar, other Foundations, and from 
honorary and memorial contributions. The Foundation invites you to join in meeting the challenges
ahead by contributing to the Foundation’s Tribute Program. The Foundation’s Tribute Program 
honors the memory, accomplishments, or special occasion of an attorney, a friend, a loved one, his or
her spouse, or another family member. Those wishing to honor a colleague, friend, or family mem-
ber may do so by filling out the form and mailing it, with their contribution, to the Rhode Island
Bar Foundation,115 Cedar Street, Providence, RI 02903. You may also request a form by contacting
the Rhode Island Bar Foundation at 401-421-6541. All gifts will be acknowledged to the family.

RHODE ISLAND BAR FOUNDATION TRIBUTE PROGRAM GIFT

To contribute to the Rhode Island Bar Foundation in memory of someone 
who has died or in honor of a special occasion, please complete this form 

and mail it with your contribution. We will send a card to the person honored 
or to the family member of the deceased.

PLEASE PRINT

I am enclosing a special gift in the amount of $ ________________________________________

In Memory of ______________________________________________________________________

In Honor of ________________________________________________________________________

To celebrate his/her/their __________________________________________________

SEND ANNOUNCEMENT OF GIFT TO:

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________

INDICATE ON ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT GIFT IS BEING MADE BY:

Your Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________

Phone (in case of questions) __________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

Rhode Island Bar Foundation,115 Cedar Street, Providence, R.I. 02903

Telephone: (401) 421-6541

All gifts are acknowledged in the Foundation’s annual report.

The Rhode Island 
Bar Foundation
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The Rhode Island Bar Foundation Scholarship Program

was established to support “high legal practice standards by

providing financial assistance to Rhode Island residents who

show promise that they will become outstanding lawyers who

will adhere to such standards and who need such assistance in

order to study law at quality law schools.”  The Board of

Directors of the Foundation grants annual awards for scholar-

ship on the basis of a student’s “demonstrated good character,

scholastic achievement, and financial need.” 

In 1984, the trustees of The Horace A. Kimball and S. Ella

Kimball Foundation contributed a substantial gift to the

Foundation’s Scholarship Program which established The

Thomas F. Black, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund to memorial-

ize Mr. Thomas F. Black, Jr., a lawyer and legal scholar (and

former President of Old Stone Bank) with a well-earned repu-

tation for integrity and participation in many civic and chari-

table causes.  Since that time, the Board of Directors, through

the Thomas F. Black Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund, has award-

ed 44 scholarships to promising law students from Rhode

Island, totaling many thousands of dollars.  Students who have

attended law school as Thomas F. Black, Jr. Memorial Scholars

are now practicing – many in their home state of Rhode

Island – in private firms, with government agencies, and as

corporate counsel.  

For the 2009-2010 academic year, the Scholarship

Program has awarded three scholarship awards in the

amount of $15,000.  Joshua Bouchard of Pawtucket, Jia

Leung of Cranston, and Matthew Kimberlin of Westerly

have each been awarded $15,000 toward their first year 

of law school. Mr. Bouchard is attending the University 

of Connecticut Law School and Ms. Leung and Mr.

Kimberlin are attending Boston University School of Law.  

Rhode Island Bar Foundation

S c h o l a r s h i p  P r o g r a m

Amy E. Moses, Esq., 2001 Thomas F. Black, Jr.

Memorial Scholar, addressed the audience and met

with the 2009 Scholarship recipients and guests

2009 Scholarship Recipients, Joshua Bouchard and Matthew

Kimberlin, with Allan M. Shine, Esq., and R. Kelly

Sheridan, Esq., at the annual meeting in June.

Joshua Bouchard with his mother, Alisha Mal and her guest,

Scott DeGirolamo, at the annual meeting in June.

Matthew Kimberlin with his father, Keith Kimberlin, 

at the annual meeting in June.
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The Rhode Island Bar Foundation held its Annual

Meeting and Fellows Luncheon on June 18, 2009 at

the Westin Hotel in Providence.  President John A.

Tarantino and the Board of Directors welcomed and

thanked the Foundation Fellows who, through their

professional, public and private careers have demon-

strated outstanding dedication to the welfare of the

community and objectives of the Foundation.  During

the luncheon, the newest fellows of the foundation as

well as representatives from organizations receiving

2009 IOLTA grants were recognized.  This year, over

$1.2 million was granted for the provision of Rhode

Island legal services and the administration of justice.

The recipients of the 2009-2010 Thomas F. Black, Jr.,

Memorial Scholarship were also recognized.

R. Kelly Sheridan, Esq. Chairperson of the Scholarship Committee, Paul D. Lynch, Trustee of the Kimball Foundation, Joshua

Bouchard, 2009 Scholarship recipient, Matthew Kimberlin, 2009 Scholarship Recipient,  Norman D. Baker, Jr., Trustee of the Kimball

Foundation, John A. Tarantino, President of the Rhode Island Bar Foundation, and  Thomas F. Black, III., Trustee of the Kimball

Foundation. Scholarship Recipient Jia Leung was unable to attend the meeting.

Stephen A. Fanning, Esq., Rhode Island Bar Foundation and Rhode

Island Bar Association Past President, City of Cranston Mayor Allan W.

Fung, Esq., Fellow and 1992 Thomas F. Black, Jr. Memorial Scholar, 

and James A. Jackson, Esq., Rhode Island Bar Foundation Treasurer.

Foundation Annual Meeting 

President John A. Tarantino
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Nominations for new Fellows are submitted to the Board

of Directors by existing Fellows for recommendation each

year.  In considering any potential nominee, Fellows

should keep in mind the standard for selection contained

in the Articles as follows:

“those members of the Rhode Island Bar Association

selected for such professional honor by the Board of

Directors of the Foundation whose professional, public 

and private careers have demonstrated their outstanding

dedication to the welfare of the community and mainte-

nance of the objectives of the Foundation” 

Fellows are asked to contribute $1,500 over a five-year

period.  Payments can be made in full, $300 annually or

$150 semi-annually.  

THE FOUNDATION WELCOMED

14 NEW FELLOWS

AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

David N. Bazar

Katherine D’Arezzo

Melissa E. Darigan

Renee Evangelista

Joyce A. Faraone

Linn F. Freedman

Mark W. Freel

Barbara E. Grady

Robert S. Parker

Laura A. Pisaturo

Debra A. Saunders

Adrienne G. Southgate

Scott T. Spear

Miriam Weizenbaum
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Gregory R. Abram

Richard R. Ackerman

Gary R. Alger

Thomas F. Almeida

Edmund L. Alves, Jr.

Victor J. Ambrose

Robert J. Ameen

Manuel Andrews

Thomas C. Angell

Lisa W. Ardente

Sana Asstafan

Louis E. Baldi

Charles H. Balkam, Jr.

Chad F. Bank

James H. Barrett, Jr.

Daniel C. Baruti

John P. Barylick

Ginger Bayles

Peter B. Bazar

Charles S. Beal

Bruce P. Beausejour

Jennifer L. Belanger

Thomas R. Bender

Gregory L. Benik

Emilie A. Benoit

A. Larry Berren

Jay C. Bianco

Erica P. Bigelow

Robert J. Bevilacqua

Andrew R. Bilodeau

Barbara R. Binder

Christopher R. Blazejewski

Harmony Conti Bodurtha

Lenette F. Boisselle

John F. Bomster

Gail Bonner

Rebecca E. Book

Edward A. Bopp

Linda A. Borer

Allayne P. Boruch

John H. Bracken

Michael F. Bready

David O. Brink

Robert M. Brady

William G. Brody

Colleen A. Brown

John H. Brown

Todd L. Brown

James T. Buchanan

Karen A. Buchanan

Theresa T. Buchanan

Robert S. Burnett

Daniel Calabro, Jr.

Michael F. Campopiano

John P. Capaldi

George M. Cappello

Stephen A. Cardi

Amey F. Cardullo

Peter F. Carr, II

Deidre E. Carreno

Scott M. Carroll

Frederick G. Cass

Denise S. Cassisi

Benedetto A. Cerilli, Jr.

Peter J. Cerilli

Deborah M. Cerullo

Timothy J. Chapman

Joel S. Chase

Michael J. Chazan

Nancy Fisher Chudacoff

John S. Ciolli

Noelle K. Clapham

Deborah Phee Clarke

Lisa H. Cloutier

Joseph M. Codega

Elliot S. Cohen

Marc R. Colagiovanni

Robert V. Colagiovanni

Kenneth A. Colaluca

Steven A. Colantuono

Colin A. Coleman

John A. Coletti

Rae B. Condon

Mary Jane Costello

Bruce H. Cox

Walter R. Craddock

Robert E. Craven

Robert S. Cronin

Christine M. Curley

Susan L.B. Darnell

Maureen M.R. Darrow

Emily R. Davis

John D. Deacon

Carmine J. D'Ellena

Anthony W. DiLorenzo

Matthew J. DelMastro

William G. DeMagistris

William Paul Dennis

John A. DeSano, Jr.

Anthony DeSisto

Raymond Dettore, Jr.

Esme N. DeVault

Thomas A. Devine

Peter A. DiBiase

Paul T. DiCristofara

Nadine N. Donovan

Ronald W. Dunbar, Jr.

Debra A. Dunleavy

William D. Durand

Susanna Dyer

Thomas C. Earp

Robert H. Eder

Michaela A. Fanning

John E. Farley

Gregory F. Fater

Michael J. Feeney

Christine C. Ferguson

Gary R. Ferguson

Paul J. Ferns

David H. Ferrara

Alfred Ferruolo, Jr.

Campbell D. Field

John C. Finch

Diane Finkle

Matthew N. Flynn

Gail Higgins Fogarty

John S. Foley

Brenda Fortune

David F. Fox

David J. Fox

Gordon D. Fox

Richard J. Fressilli

Mark P. Gagliardi

Girard A. Galvin

Mark L. Galvin

Neil P. Galvin

Anthony P. Gemma 

Susan Gershkoff

Theresa M. Giannavola

Charles H. Gifford, III

Cynthia G. Gifford

Virginia M. Giroux

Annie Goldberg

Brian N. Goldberg

Alycia L. Goody

Charles Greenwood

Deborah J. Griffin

Kevin A. Hackman

Kathleen M. Hagerty

William F. Hague, Jr.

Leslie M. Harnish

Brian M. Harrington

Benjamin P. Harris

Herbert E. Harris, Jr.

Casby Harrison, III

Steven J. Hart

Edward J. Hartwig

Partrick O'Neil Hayes, Jr.

Susan A. Hays

Bernard P. Healy

Mary P. Heffner

Patricia M. Hessler

Andrea D. Hogarth

Lisa S. Holley

Christopher R. Holliday

William F. Holt

James P. Howe

Scott M. Hulgan

Ernest D. Humphreys

James F. Hyman

Michael A. Ialongo, Jr.

Ann-Marie L. Ignasher

Paul G. Igoe

Jerry F. Ims

Michael B. Isaacs

Paul V. Jabour

Valerie A. Jacoby

Anthony L. Jarret

Andrew J. Johnson

Jennifer Johnson

Abigail A. Jones-Herriott

Robert Kando

We wish to thank the supporters
whose generous contributions
make the programs of the
Foundation possible:

Rhode Island Bar Foundation

Contributors
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Walter J. Kane

Judith Kapuscinski

Kathleen Karl

Robert T. Karns

Michael W. Keable

Nancy Kelly

Allen Kirshenbaum

Charles S. Kirwan

Kenneth E. Korioth

Laura M. Krohn

Erika Leigh Kruse

Lynette J. Labinger

Ronald P. Langlois

Sandra A.Lanni

John N. Lemieux

James M. Lenaghan

Anthony R. Leone

Albert J. Lepore

Matthew H. Leys

Rpbert E. Liguori

Edward K. Lincoln

Stephen G. Linder

Valentino D. Lombardi

Michael W. Long

Biagio L. Longo

Stephen S. Lyman

James M. Lynch

Kristen Sloan Maccini

Kenneth J. Macksoud

Thomas W. Madonna

Karen F. Mahoney

Courtney L. Manchester

John C. Manni

Frank J. Manni

Margaret Manson

Peter S. Margulies

Carol A. Marine

Frank A. Marinelli

G. Anthony Marrocco

Paul Martellino

Terrance S. Martiesian

Donald T. Martin

Jeffrey Paul Martrullo

Frederic A. Marzilli

Nicholas A. Mattiello

John B. Maynard

Thomas J. McAndrew

Marion V. McEttrick

John V. McGreen

Rebecca C. McSweeney

H. Jefferson Melish

Thomas Mello

Mary H. Migliori

Robert A. Mitson

Steven A. Moretti

Douglas A. Morgan

Daniel J. Morrissey

Stephen T. Morrissey

Mark B. Morse

Carrie E. Mosca

Albin S. Moser

Amy E. Moses

Brian T. Moynihan

James J. Mullen

Chip Muller

Gordon C. Mulligan

Emily J. Murphy

Kerri J. Murphy

Kevin B. Murphy

Mark W. Murphy

William T. Murphy 

Robert D. Murray

Tracey-Anne N. Napolitano

Amy L. Nash

John F. Neary

Anne R. Nicoll

Gerald G. Norigian

Joseph T. Nottie, III

Maria L. Nunez

William J. O’Brien, Jr.

James K. O'Donnell

F. Thomas O’Halloran, III

Merlyn P. O’Keefe

Joseph H. Olaynack, III

Robert S. Ovoian

John A. Pagliarini, Jr.

Deborah Pannullo

William F. Paquin

Jason Parent

Arthur D. Parise

Robert D. Parrillo

George T. Patton

Linda M. Patz

Paul P. Pederzani, III

William F. Pepper

Cherrie R. Perkins

Michael C. Perry

Therese M. Picard

Paul J. Pisano

Charles A. Pisaturo, Jr.

George A. Pliakas

James Powderly

Gary E. Powers

Michael D. Pushee

Benjamin A. Pushner

Joseph P. Quinn

Gregory P. Rameaka

Thomas D. Ramsey

John Rao

Stephen M. Reck

Cynthia S. Reed

Senator John F. Reed

Christine V. Reilly

Lawrence J. Reilly

Wayne G. Resmini

Sanford J. Resnick

Dennis H. Ricci

Amy G. Rice

Vivian A. Riddick

Louis F. Robbio

Joel Robinson

John H. Robinson

Kristine Keates Roche

John M. Roney

Roger Roots

Barbara Jean Rosiello

Sarah J. Rotz

John A. Russo

Janet A. Ryan

Mark T. Ryan

Armand E. Sabitoni

Janis Sallinger

Richard A. Sauber

David E. Schaffer

Vito L. Sciolto

Joseph H. Scott

Anthony A. Senerchia

Guy J. Settipane

Merrill E. Sherman

Allan M. Shine

Prof. David E. Shipley

Gregory J. Sieczkiewicz

Andrew P. Sigal

Paula R. Silberthau

Ronald P. Simon

Richard A. Sinapi

John M. Skenyon

David S. Slepkow

Matthew D. Slepkow

Francis X. Small

Brendan P. Smith

Mark L. Smith

Sandra H. Smith

John F. Smollins, Jr.

Abigail B. Sneed

Andrew J. Sockol

Charles S. Soloveitzik

Donna M. Souza

Susan B. Squires

Nancy C. Stanton

Bradley L. Steere

Bradley L. Steere, II

William C. Stone

E. Martin Stutchfield

Brendan V. Sullivan

Timothy D. Sullivan

Kathleen C. Taddei

Sarah Taft-Carter

Thomas R. Teehan

A. David Tammelleo

Jeffrey J. Teitz

Joseph L. Tiberi

Mel A. Topf

Raymond T. Trebisacci

Stephen H.S. Tryon

Thomas J. Tuytschaevers

Elizabeth Tobin Tyler

Marco P. Uriati

Frank L. Veto

J. Michael Vittoria

Joseph J. Voccola

Maxine G. Walker

Elaine D. Wallor

Thomas J. Walsh

Edythe C. Warren

Warren D. Weinstein

Richard G. Whalen

William F. White

Lauren D. Wilkins

Timothy A. Williamson

Max H. Wistow

Bruce A. Wolpert

Michael H. Wright

John Zompa, Jr.

Samuel D. Zurier

Additional Rhode Island 
Bar Foundation Contributors:

The Gertrude N. Goldowsky and 
Seebert J. Goldowsky Foundation

Community Mediation Center of
Rhode Island 
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Created by the Rhode Island Supreme Court in 1985, the Rhode

Island Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) program generates

interest that helps fund civil legal services for the poor, legal education

for the public and improvements in the administration of justice.

On December 11, 2008, the Rhode Island Supreme Court approved a

request (petition), filed by the Rhode Island Bar Foundation and

Rhode Island Bar Association, to convert Rhode Island’s IOLTA pro-

gram from opt-out to mandatory.  The new rule went into affect on

March 11, 2009.  All Rhode Island attorneys were notified of this

change.  The most significant change is a requirement that all

Rhode Island attorneys who handle client funds are now

required to open IOLTA accounts at eligible institutions.

All Rhode Island Bar Association members, who are not cur-

rently participating in IOLTA, must complete the mandatory

Rhode Island Bar Foundation Certification and Compliance

Form to insure their compliance with Rule 1.15 of the

Professional Rules of Conduct. The Compliance Form is needed

to open new accounts and may also be used to file to be exempt from

the program.

IOLTA

What do I need to do?

•   If you already maintain your pooled client funds in IOLTA accounts, nothing.

•   If you need to convert an existing non-interest bearing client account to IOLTA, contact the Bar

Foundation or your financial institution.

•   If you are exempt from the program, and you have not already done so, you need to file the

Certification and Compliance form with the Bar Foundation.

Bar members may also receive assistance concerning the new IOLTA requirements, by con-

tacting the Rhode Island Bar Foundation office by telephone: (401) 421-6541 or email:

gcaldwell@ribar.com. Compliance Forms and Information are also availabale on the Bar

Association website; www.ribar.com
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Volunteer Attorney Frederic A. Marzilli

conducted one of the Bar Association’s new

Health Care Durable Power of Attorney

Clinics in North Providence.  This was one

of the 34 free community outreach legal

assistance programs offered by the Bar

Association’s ProBono Program for the

Elderly in 2009. 

Bar Association President Victoria M.

Almeida (l) and Foundation President

John A. Tarantino (r) accepted the Rhode

Island Coalition for the Homeless 2009

Homeless Legal Clinic Award from

Coalition Board President Rabbi Alan

Flam, at the Homeless Coalition’s

Annual Meeting in March

Entering its twenty-fifth year, the IOLTA program

pools nominal or short-term deposits held by

lawyers on behalf of their clients.  These deposits,

either because they are small or short-lived,

would not otherwise generate a net return for the

individual clients.  In either of these situations,

the interest that might be earned for a client

would be less than the cost of establishing and

maintaining a separate account. Traditionally,

lawyers deposited these funds into combined, or

pooled, trust accounts that contained other nomi-

nal or short-term client funds. Before state laws

IOLTA
and supreme court rules established IOLTA 

programs, trust funds pooled in this manner did

not earn interest. Through the IOLTA program,

attorneys who handle nominal or short-term client

funds combine these funds in a single, pooled,

interest-bearing trust account. Banks forward the

interest earned on these accounts directly to the

state IOLTA program. By aggregating these other-

wise unproductive assets, the IOLTA program yields

income to support the delivery of legal services 

for the poor, the administration of justice, and 

law-related education in this state.
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Rhode Island Legal Services $ 731,760

To help support the RI Legal Services’ Family Law Unit and its
handling of divorce, custody and visitation cases.  Funds also
contribute to the Battered Women’s Project, Housing Hotline
and Housing Law Center, Eviction Defense Clinic and Public
Benefits Unit.

International Institute of Rhode Island $ 251,250

Since 1987, IOLTA has funded the Immigration Law Project, to
provide direct legal immigration services and grassroots outreach
on immigration law issues to thousands of immigrants and
refugees in Rhode Island.  Additional funds were approved for
the expansion of their statewide legal immigration initiatives in
the State of Rhode Island.

Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence

$ 27,750

Funds are used to continue the Superior Court component 
of their Domestic Violence Victim Advocacy Program in 
order to help victims seek civil and criminal relief from 
domestic violence.

Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless $ 15,000

To continue to fund the Homeless Legal Clinic, to enable
homeless Rhode Islanders access to pro bono legal services
through attorneys who volunteer at shelters and drop-in sites.

Rhode Island Bar Association Legal Information 

and Referral Service for the Elderly   $ 49,350

The primary objective of the Elderly Program is to make legal
services readily available to senior citizens. Approximately 2000
seniors receive legal assistance on an annual basis.  Pro Bono
and/or reduced fee referrals are available for the income eligible.
The Referral Service continues to coordinate 25 or more “Ask
A Lawyer” and “Legal Clinic” programs on an annual basis at
senior organizations throughout the state.  

Rhode Island Bar Association Pro Bono Project $ 36,000

The Pro Bono Project responds to domestic violence and family
law cases and accepts conflict or overload cases from RI Legal
Services’ Family Law Unit.  Other areas of law accepted include
guardianship, education, landlord tenant and collections. Cases 
are prioritized by the urgency of the request, taking into consid-
eration the case type and assigned court dates.  This year, legal
clinics have been held at the Rhode Island Law Center in order
to respond to the increase in the number of clients in need of
advice and representation in the area of collections.  

Community Mediation Center of Rhode Island

$ 22,500
To help support the landlord-tenant eviction prevention program.

Day One $ 26,250

To help support the advocacy services program providing support
and legal advocacy for victims of sexual assault, providing victims
with information and legal advocacy as their case proceeds
through the criminal justice system.

Rhode Island Legal/Educational Partnership Program 

$ 26,250

To help support the 2009 Rhode Island Mock Trial Tournament.  

Rhode Island Bar Association Law Related 

Education Project $ 15,000

To administer a statewide Law Day program, maintain a statewide
law-related education website, and cooperate and assist the other
law-related education providers in Rhode Island which depend
on our volunteers to work with Rhode Island’s youth and 
educate them about the legal system.  

The George Wiley Center $ 1,000

To help support the “How to Access Utility Assistance” 
brochure and to continue and expand the utility consumer rights’
knowledge and awareness campaign. 

2009 IOLTA Grants 
The Rhode Island Bar Foundation awarded its 

2009 Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Account (IOLTA) 

grants totaling $1,202,110. 

This year’s recipients are:  
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Volunteer attorneys, Sheryl Serreze, Esq., Gregory P.

Massad, Esq., Michael A. Devane, Esq., and, Joseph J.

Roszkowski, Esq., participated in Ask A Lawyer Programs

on Channel 10, answering viewer questions on Creditors’

and Debtors’ Rights in May.

Rhode Island Family Court Magistrate Edward H. Newman and retired Rhode Island Family

Court Associate Justice Howard I. Lipsey engaged in an animated give and take with teacher

Tammy McMichael’s Barrington High School students during the 2009 Rhode Island Law Day

classroom program. This was one of over 50 presentations delivered by volunteer teams of lawyers

and judges to upper and middle school classrooms throughout Rhode Island.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the financial

institutions that maintained IOLTA accounts this year:

Bank of America

Bank Newport

Bank Rhode Island

Bristol County Savings Bank

Centreville Savings Bank

Citibank, N.A.

Citizens Bank

Coastway Community Bank

Columbus Credit Union

Dexter Credit Union

Dime Bank

Domestic Bank

First Trade Union Bank

Freedom National Bank

Independence Bank

Milford Federal Savings and Loan Assoc.

Newport Fed

People’s Credit Union

Randolph Savings Bank

Rockland Trust Company

Sovereign Bank

The Washington Trust Company

UniBank

Webster Bank

Westerly Community Credit Union
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